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 fig. 51.—Septic salpingitis
to the affected organs, but in less severe cases conservative operations
for the relief of sterility are more successful than in gonorrhoea.
(3)—Tuberculosis
Tuberculosis has a marked preference for the Fallopian tubes, but the
body of the uterus, particularly the cornua, is also affected fairly often,
and in severe cases the ovaries may also be involved.
There may be a primary focus in the lungs or elsewhere, but in the
majority of cases the genital lesion is the only one that is active. There
are three possible avenues of infection, the blood-stream, the peritoneal
cavity, and the lower genital tract; of these the first is undoubtedly the
most important.
The disease may occur at any age, "but as tuberculosis often remains
latent for long periods it is probable that many patients who develop
symptoms in later life have actually been infected during childhood or
adolescence. In such cases a smouldering lesion has burst into flame,
and this event may be precipitated by the establishment of menstruation,
the beginning of married life, or the occurrence of pregnancy, labour, or
abortion. Occasionally, however, the acute exacerbation is the result
of a superimposed infection derived from the bowel, or possibly gono-
coccal.
The lesions produced may be fibrotic, caseous, or purulent, la the
fibrotic type the tubes and cornua are much thickened and the uterine
fundus has a saddle-shaped appearance (see Fig. 52).
In the caseous and purulent types the tubes may be distended with pus
and indistinguishable except by histological examination from other
kinds of pyosalpinx.
As the flmbriated ends of the tubes frequently remain open, infective
material may escape into the peritoneal cavity and set up a tuberculous

